294                   THE  TOILS  OF DIPLOMACY           CH. xxvi.
1853     the Vienna Note.    They were regretted by the  Four Powers,
-----(though the French Government, not unnaturally, admitted
^T* 66    that they were improvements  upon the original  draft); but all united in urging the Czar to accept them, as being really too trivial to be worth a quarrel.    There are times when fate seems to put folly in the minds of the wise : otherwise how could the statesmen of four Great Powers describe as trivial the very differences upon which the whole dispute rested ? Lord Stratford told  Lord  Clarendon that, although he had E.P. II.     "scrupulously abstained from expressing any private opinion 73             on the merits of Count Buol's  Note, while it was under the
consideration of the Porte," he could not help confessing to his lordship that the amendments were in his opinion necessary, unless a full right of interference over twelve million subjects of Turkey were to be granted to Russia. The point in dispute was clear enough to him : and it was equally clear to the Court of St. Petersburg. The Four Governments however continued innocently blind, until the Czar rejected the Turkish II. 91 amendments on 7 September, and soon afterwards the famous " Russian Analysis of the Three Modifications introduced by the Ottoman Porte into the Vienna Note " was let out of the diplomatic bag, and all the world was immediately aware that Lord Stratford and the Turks were right, and the Four Powers wrong, in their interpretation of that " highly recommended " II. 117 document. Lord Clarendon hastily dropped the Note with as much the air of having burnt his fingers as a statesman can be expected to reveal.
What would have been the result of the acceptance of the Vienna Note by the Porte is thus summarized by the Russian i. 211 Foreign Office in its ingenuous Diplomatic Study-. "The triumph of Russia, who in fact was winning the day over the resistance of the maritime Powers, and saw her position in the East strengthened by a solemn covenant concluded with the participation of all Europe; the exhaustion of Turkey, forced to a gratuitous display of her military forces, which completed the ruin of her finances, to leave her after all at the same point; lastly, a complete check to the personal influence of the Ambassador, which in his patriotism he identified with that of his Government" Truly, a Daniel come to